This Andalusian colt was obviously
a diamond in the rough. The
photo at the top of this shows

him at 8 months, then 2 1

(center photo) and finally in his full

magnificence at age 7 (bottom photo).
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Your firiend comes over to see the new foal and exclaims “Oh my, what a
beautiful baby!” A year later your friend visits again. You show off your
4-legged friends and the question arises, “where did that beautiful baby
g0? " When you reply, “it’s the one nuzzling for treats in your pocket,” she

looks at you in disbelief.
by Diane Korby

The changes most horses go through in the first years of life can be
dramatic, transforming beautiful foals into gangly, awkward youngsters, and
then back once again into beautiful, graceful adults. This is true in all breeds
but the changes seem particularly extreme in the Baroque breeds. What
changes can be expected, and when will they occur? The answer to that
question is both easy and discouraging: no one can answer with certainty.

Making evaluation even more difficult is the fact that some foals are born
beautiful and stay that way their entire lives, whereas others don’t blossom
until their growth patterns balance out and they finally hit maturity, which
could take years. Three things that do help are time, experience, and careful
research of the pedigree. However, if you are new to the Baroque horse
world; time and experience may not be readily available to you, and pedigree
research can be an exercise in frustration and confusion, often due to language
barriers, cultural diversity and even politics within the registries, breeders, and
associations.

So where does one begin? Let’s start with basic information on equine
growth patterns, and go from there.

Most research on the subject of growth patterns in horses has been
centered around breeds with a naturally occurring shorter life span. The
information gleaned from this research can be very useful to you as you search
for your dream horse. However, maturity rates must be spread out a bit
longer for the Baroque breeds, since they may reach maturity closer to five,
seven, and even up to nine years of age.

Experienced breeders draw on many sources when evaluating foals.
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coronet band. Each inch equals a hand, and each quarter inch
equals one inch at maturity. (example: 15.25 inches equals 15.2
hands) The second method is to measure from the elbow to the
ground and double it in inches, divide the inches by four, leave
the remainder in inches, and you have the height in hands at
maturity. Keeping in mind that these are only estimates, you
will get surprisingly accurate results.

Movement changes as a foal grows, as we know from
evaluating form to function in mature horses. It is common to
see heavy movement in the front end of a young horse. This
is the result of slower growth in the forehand, as is evidenced
by those often-seen rump-high babies. The front and rear ends
will grow independently of one another, balancing out only

a young horse’s lite 1s imperative.

Color may not be as important as conformation and
movement, but it does follow a more predictable pattern of
change. White markings do not grow as fast proportionately
as the base body color. On many foals, white markings can
appear excessive, such as stars and other facial marks which can
dominate the entire head. However, by maturity, things usually
appear much more balanced. Rarely is a star on a mature horse
big enough to encompass most of the forehead.

Color will almost always change between birth and
adulthood. Gray is the obvious example but other colors follow
their own pattern of change as well. Often. foal coat colors will
be the opposite of their color at maturity, i.e., if they are borna









